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We are recommending experimental tests of treatments, how a control group with the same characteristics would provide a which to judge success. Far from representing creaming, the 1 tion procedure described would result in a stringent test < tiveness of the intervention.
A template-matching process may also raise questions aboi those persons not selected, e.g., families with inadequate reso is no justification for exposing anyone to an intervention suitable to the circumstances of the case. If it is not likely to then providing it is at least wasteful and potentially harmi propriate action when a template-matching process eliminate families is to attempt to devise an intervention that has greater them by fitting their situational needs. Such interventions m financial subsidy, casework designed to increase family ac utilization of social services, and community organization mobilize similarly situated families. These interventions i behavior contracting feasible at a later time. If the youth is > quate family with which to live, an out-placement of the offer poses of behavior modification along the lines of the Achiev project (Phillips et al. 1971) might be adopted. The devis focused treatment programs for well-defined populations sho salutary effect of making evident where the most serious, intra lems lie.
PROSPECTS AND LIMITS OF THE FAMILY AS A Locus OF INT:
Among the factors consistently found to be important in th delinquency are a variety of family-related variables. Until i emphasis of sociologists on the delinquency of lower-class gan to invervention efforts focused on education, employment, 1 neighborhood conditions, and gang activities. The family w primarily as a mediating variable and was not the target of i Dominant psychological approaches often regarded the deli disturbed personality and led to interventions involving indivii and counseling, largely overlooking the interpersonal, social, environmental factors affecting behavior. Control and soc theories are able to integrate structural and individual level vs they emphasize examination of the role of interpersonal dyna theories can foster the development of techniques of contexts guide the template matching of offender and program, an< toward the potential of renewed focus on the family. Researi such as those at the Oregon Social Learning Institute, whicl terventions in families in a natural setting, and the workrstanding and stability, the latter reflecting fairly constant parental presence, personal stability (e.g., not psychotic or alcoholic), and the absence of major outside perturbations. Finally, the theory presumes that those involved in developing and enforcing the contracts are willing, motivated participants. Thus the program would be limited to families wanting help.
